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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PDEV, PORG, RH, ZA, TZ 

SUBJECT: RHODESIA: FRONTLINE DIVISIONS 

REF: LUSAKA 3876, 

1 . LOCAL PRESS HAS CARRIED EXTENSIVE COVERAGE OF FRONT 
LINE STATES MEETING IN BEIRA WITH THE THEME THAT THEY HAVE 
"CRACKED." TYPICAL OF DOVERAGE OF A DEC. 21 JOHANNESBURG 
STAR REPORT THAT NYERERE AND KAUNDA HAVE "SHATTERED THE ILLUSION 
OF BLACK AFRICAN UNITY AGAINST WHITE-RULED RHODESIA WHEN THEY 
CLASHED PUBLICLY OVER THE QUESTION OF WHEN ELECTIONS SHOULD 
BE HELD FOR INDEPENDENT ZIMBABWE." CRUX OF THE STORIES IS 
SIMILAR TO REPORT IN REFTEL. COMMENTS ARE ALONG THE LINE THAT, 

NOW WITH THE FRONT LINE IN DISARRAY, "MUGABE BACKERS MIGHT BE 
WILLING TO BEGIN TALKS WITH THE BRITISH AGAIN, IF ONLY TO FORE- 
STALL A NKOMO BID AT GETTING BACK INTO MR. SMITH S INTERNAL 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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SETTLEMENT EFFORTS, WHICH MUST HAVE RECEIVED A CONSIDERABLE 
BOOST FROM THE BEIRA ERUPTION. "BOWDLER 
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